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yvars ago, when 4o
k€'s Bay, I visifed a fdrm
“fertile and picturesque
alley, to look at one of
heaviest crops of pumpkins
in the Bay, It was a pro-
w any farmer wounld bLe
and reflected everywhere the
and hard work of its owner.
only comnld he boast of a bumper
crop, He bad also some

ryegrass and  white
" ¢lover pustures that were a pleasure

. g i
%g i%%ggrsﬁ
g <8

8

2 rather to fits site—a fortnight
Of this year's successor to that
pumpkin crop there was noth-
De seen. With many others in
unhappy valley, it bad Dbeen
The whip-clean
been the owner's
similarly disappearcd,
completely and hopelessly be-
a blanket of coarse, sandy st
in depth from about three to
high atop the siit,
flood-waters had
t, was a hopeless tangle of drift-
probably some bundreds of tons
desolate sight it would be
imagive, Only the tops of
one of the original fence
a few inches from
silt, gave any clue. to the fact
what Had been-a fully lmproved
lay beneatli all this desolation.
'ound the farmer busy ipside the
Lomestead Lo lad buollt some
18 mopths ago. To get Iulo thar
~ Lhomestead after the flood-waters had
subsided, he aud his family had had
o dig through five feet of slit, piled
. up against walls and windows, As we
“approached Lis bome, all that could e
. seen was the roof, protruding o few
feot above the banked-up silt that had
" been dog ont lo allow of acveds,
AL the time of our vist—two nnd o
Ralf months after the digaster—there
- still o mont of water, sowe two
deep, w1l rouud the house, T the
pilataliyd Interior. the. owner waos
ripplog out wall Heiegs  1e s
: on Lo pull down the whole
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pald my second visit to that farm T

reached fts peak in daylight and
sottiers, marooned on the roofs of their
houses, or in bay-lofts, were rescued
by boat. Stock losses were, however,
very heavy, settlers having no chance
1o get their stock on to the hill coun-
try in time.

The Road Back

HE Esk Valley to«day resembles In
many respects n corner of battle-
seareed Flanders during the war years,
The mounds of it piled up by the set-
tlers In clearing 1 way to their homes
and the general litter and Nood wreck-
age spread across the surface of the
silt strengthen this illusion,
In the past, the valley was not only
poted for its scenic beauties: it was
recognised, too, as the home of some

A fomilior scene in the Esk Veol-
ley to-day. Driftwood aond
debris of every description, piled
high by the flood waters, bor
the woy to this farm homestead.
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LIKE WAR-SCARRED FLANDERS

house and to Lave it re-erecied on the
shingle beach abont half a mile dis
tant. The task will have 1o be pushed
abead with, for already some of the
submerged timbers are showing slgns
of rotting.

Back Behind Scratch

O use bis own words to we, that

particular farmer Is back further
to-day than when ke started farming.
and his lot is broadly parallcled by
that of dozens of other farmers lu the
area. They arc all facing the task of
breaking in anew every square inch of
land they possess, and with the prob-
lem of providing as speedily as possible
a cover of pasture on n siit blanket
whicl, for fertility, does pot come
within a mile of comparing with their
original alluvial sofls, some of the most
fertile in Hawke's Day,

Settlers In this picturesque tree
lined Valley—favoured picnle spot-for
years with Napler residents—have had
thelr share of floods In the past, bul
pever before has a major flood disas
ter of the maguitude of that of April
lnst visited the arep. The Esk Valley
as we knew it is no more. In the
wake of (ke tlood waters was left »
wilderness of xilt, dotted with half
buried bulldings sud trees

The story of thie disaster was fully
told in the dally Fress at the time, so
there is no need to repeat it Tt soflices
to say that when the waters of the
swollen Esk River, bottled up at the
mouth by debrls Lrought down in thel
torrential ruce scawand, fipally burs
fhrough to the sen and got away, they
el o legacy 1n a covering of slit, vary
jug 1o depih from two to ten feet,over
somw 2000 aeres—about K per cent
of the tlat tand In the cotire valley
Wit practically no warning of the
phenomennl rise fn the river, It i3 no
thlug short of a wiracle that there was
wo liss of Nfe  Fortunately the flood

’

AT VST

Settlers Face up to Heart-
Breaking Task In Flood
Devastated Esk Valley

By T. G. Tyrer

DIGGING OUT HIS LAWN WITH A SCOOP.

This settler has two teams drawing scoops on the job i £
the five feet deep blonket of silt from the lmmodbhhvblci:l:yno‘; l\?:'h:n'::t"o::z
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eficlent farming, aud the mes
within the course of a few short
_at Nature's whim, saw the work
wi out and replnced by ¢
,“” rcdw with commendable cour
ving true to label. 1 realised

‘l-‘;n 1 eaw what bad been accom

7 in the two months and g half
tho disaster. With ready and
assistance from  the Govern
n certain definite directions, (he
in the valley bfn\'o lost no time
tackling the Job of rehabllitating
and In laying the founda

for & sole of grass ou the sil?
cloaking thelr original pastures

How Help Is Being Given

l‘ﬁﬂ were two obvious augles from
which assistance to the flood suf
4 bad to be Rfln“‘g- firstly the por

Je and secondly the farming
s:_..-r‘be whole problem of tlood re-
”mm nandled by a special com-
mmpmm the local members of
Wnt. representatives of several
rernment departments, and of local
' and, of course, representatives
"kmlers themselves. The commlii-
e, Wis sCL UD immediately followloz
% disaster and meets frequently, to
pal with all requests for assistance,
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' Not a trench on the
battiefields, but o
corner of o cow-yard
% in the Esk Volley,
 excavated bodily

1 from its silt cover.

Director of the Fields
™ Division, is secen
(right) in this photo-
- groph with Mr. R. P.
Hill, Instructor in
Agriculture (centre) .
Left:  Showing o
strainer from o bur-
31 ied fence line, with

l"‘l‘,r', -
Ly o
lin ',ilth'oleh case on its individoal
nd. granting assistance in the
an, covered with a promis-
ovislon of the vecessary fin
nable this programme of o8
aute (0 be carrled out, the Govern
rdoubtedly dove an excellent
are, of course, as there
e in cases of cumergency
i It seems bLard, for
the maun who has been
Il as hard working, and
swall amount of capl
frgency, cannot recelve the
e of assistance as his
¢ withiout capital, bu!

of clearing aud relibilitating their pro-
perties,

Re-Seeding Pushed Ahead

V.uuous Government departments
have played their respective parts

In the scheme for accelerated rebablil
tation.  The first task was obvlously
the regrassing of the silt blanket at the
earllest possible moment, and in this
direction the Flelds Division of the
Department of Agriculture gave in
valuable assistance, having. been given
authority to arrange for the purchase
und early distribution of seed for this
purpose.  This was ::c; mnmjlob.- bu‘;

¢ repeatedly met with thanks to the organising ability an
"né‘s are taken follow. Ieadership of the Director of the DI
’ un - vision, Mr. R. B. Tennent, backed up
by his field officers in the arca, some
6000 hushels of certified perennlal
ryegrass and some G000Ib, of certified
white clover bave to date been dis
‘gustengmee aud tributed for sowing in the area, while
y nnemployed la- some 2000 bushels of rye and 20001,
g v % ver seed have been. absorbed for
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‘this case, the Govern
‘in alding those set-
_totally unprepared
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use in the Tungoio and Puketapu Val-
leys and in parts of the Wairoa dis-
trict whkere heavy silting occurred.
The task of providing relief from this
angle in these latter areas has been
ably bandied by the flelds Instructors
of the Lands Department.

From previous experience; after the
whole of the area had been inspected
by officers of the Fields Division, it
was declded that even at such a late
stage in the season the best way to
handle resowiog was to make an im-
mediate start wherever possible as soon
as the flood waters receded. Under
Hawke's Bay conditions, with occa-
slonal dry springs, it would be far too
risky to wait for the spring for the
sowing of the area. Since ploughing
is lmpossible on the area, owing to the
litter lylng close to the surface, there
was further danger of. weed. growth
coming away and presenting a major
problem if the land were not grassed
as speedily as possible,

Accordingly, the task was tackled as

far as poasible-just as 200D as the Nood
waters receded. Here the Pablic
Works Department came. to the rescue
with a team of tractors and levelling
Implements to level out the surface of
the silt, In many cases left in waves
and terraces by the retreating  flood
waters. The job of allocating the seed
supplies was capably bandled by Mr.
R. P. Hill, Instructor (n Agricunirare,
on the Hastings staff of the Fiolds
Division, and when I visited Hawke's
Bay, in company with Mr. R. B. Ten-
uent, Director of the Flelds Division,
this officer was In the midst of another
Job—that of allocating supplies of
fencing materials for the replatement of
fences, practically.all of which were
buried elther partially or complotely
beneath the silt. Many miles of feneing
were also carried away by wholesale
slips on the bill country,

A sum of £10,000 has been allocared
by the Government for thls phase of
rebabilitation and the Fields Division
has been given the fob of making the

A LONG PULL AND A STRONG PULL.
The lorry fitted with @ home-made winding gear for the salvege of buried
o 2 stroiaer.
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