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Domestic Bliss

{ know two farmers, A and B,
Who both are married happily,
Yet each is quite, quite satisfied,
HIS only is the perfect bride.

] thought I would investigate
These perfect wives, and imitate
Their virtues so that I might be
Also a wife of such degree.

So accidentally (or it seemed)

Upon these wives so much esteemed

1 called and found them, if you please.
As different as chalk from cheese.

The twelve-stone wife of Farmer A
Had just come in from forking hay
To mix to-morrow's batch of bread
‘Ere she went to the milking shed.

But in poor Mrs. B I viewed

A helpless wisp of womanhood,
A-lying reading on a couch

While B cooked tea without a grouch.

Domestic don’ts! From what I see,
That which suits A will not suit B.
So wives, if you perfection plan
Just do what pleases your own man!

—Newmoon.

our home—let comfort come first,” A

ttle bit of untidiness is worth it in the
long run—for a happy husband is a far
better possession than an extremely tidy
one,—Lifuka,

DON”I‘ confide your domestic troubles
to your peighbours.
Don’t ridicule or nag your husband be-
fore others. That includes the children.
Don’t argue about trifles. Life's too
ahort, and ghnppiness too precious. Do
_ what yon want with a laugh, and he will
~ gearcely remember his own disapproval.
3 Don’t neglect the niceties of your home,
or the personal attractiveness of yourself.
4 n’'t worry him with religious talk.
. Seta good example and hope for the best.
"~ Don't allow your health, or his, to slip,
}f it i@ at all in your power to prevent
Don’t forget a sense of humour oils the
 domestic wheels, and praise is nectar to
any man. Laugh at Lis pet joke, for the
upmteenth time, though it be as tame as
tfe family cat. :
Don’t expect him to be a paragon. Pick
up his papers, pipe, pants and socks, and
regard it as good waist-reducing exer-
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Don’t forget to extend to him, and ex-
~pect from him, the little everyday cour-
- tesieg you would both extend to outsiders.

~ Above all, don’t forget that saw,
“The way to a man’s heart is through
his stomach,” and feed, feed, feed the
brute. He will put up with almost any-
thing for the sake of that, to him, the most
important part of his anatomy, his sto-
mach.—Nek Wah,

- MUCH has been written and more has
¥ been enid about “Perfect wives,”
“How to be hap{ny though married, “Mak-
- ing a success of marriage,” and the like.
It is hard to dogmatise cn such a subject,
as what is one man’s meat is so often an-
other man’s poison.
- An aspirant to literary fame once won
_a valuable essay prize on “Man” with a
three-word essay, viz.: “Feed the Brute!”
~She was not far wrong in her method of
keeping him well and happy. Digestive
troubl,a'nccount for 99 per cent. of this
 world’s ills, so the main thing to become
a S:rfect wife is to plan meals wisely and
well.
Foree yourself to wear an air of sere-
nity when thirgs look black or the air
becomes blue, A fretful, nagging wife
causes almost as many divorces as an
,_sttuv"ngnnt one, or a poor cook—both
. “duds” in the marriaze mart. In fact,
- almost the first lesson to learn in mar-
% ﬂnfe is that there is & time to talk and
an time to be silent, and the latter time is
far the most important—to keep it the
jest task. *“Her voice is ever soft,
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gentle, and. low—an excellent thing in
woman!" ag Shakespeare said, is never
truer than in a marriage axiom. When
things go wrong—aas they do on a farm so
often—the plan is to keep silent, and if
your advice is asked, give it in that “soft,
gentle and low” voice, and you will have
“himself” eating out of your hand and
valuing you above rubies.—Aliquid.

DON‘T nag; a nagging Wwife  causes

" more trouble in a family than any-
thing else. If yon have a grievance and
are a wise woman, yon will hold your
peace until after he has had his meal and
has his pipe Jit. Your srgument will pros
bably prove milder than it otherwise
wonld be, Further, always welcome his
friends and encourage them to visit you.
Remember, when a man brings his friends
to the home, it shows ke is proud of his
wife and home.—Kitty.

ON'T make n god of your house, 80
o that it is just a “house” and not a
home,” but don’t be careless either about
the care of your home or your personal
appearance.

Don’t greet “himseif” querulously at
the door with some story of domestic mis-
hap; if you need sympathy and assistance,
feed him, warm him (unless it's in the
summer), chat a whi'e, then tell your
story, but don’t make it sound as though
you are the most crueily-treated woman
in |lge neighbourhood, thanks to him.

When asking the children to do any-
thing for you, don’t use the tone of voice
which implies, “This is an order, obey
or I'll whack you,” rather make friendly
requests of them, always backed by sonnd
reason. Children are¢ intelligent crea-

tnres, so don’t expect them to obey blind-
Iy and withount reason.

Don't disparage your husband or his
family before the children. Indeed, don't
do it at all,

If there is any sort of a difference be-
tween you, don't hesitate to get at the
truth and put things right, and take your
share of blame when necessary, but don't
just have a lengthy discourse in which
you always prove yourself right and
everyone else wrong.—E.C.

DON"I‘ expect your hushand to be per-
feet.

Don’t expect his praise for anything
yousmay do, however perfeet. ‘

Don’t expect him to tell you any news,
just tell him the tit-hit’ you have jost
heard and he will probably tell- you he
has known it for a week or more.

Don’t be fussy aboutr having the last
word, let him have it—even if he is
wrong.

Don't let the sun go down on your
wrath. “Sufficient unto the day,” ete.
Each day brings its own problems, and
it is too big a handicap to face it while
still worrying over what is past and
should be forgotten.

Don’t be angry the same time as he is.
Let him storm and rage. There are
things he longs to say to his boss, but
dare not, so he unloads it all on to his
wife. Let it all come, and don’t strike
back. That's what wives are for. If you
have a grievance on his “black” day, for-
get it,

Don’t have work to do if he asks you
out, Leave everything and go with him,

P
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and when yon come hoame, thank him fof
the outing

Don't pat your, children before your
husband, Remember is the biggest
child of all

Don't leave his slippers on the steps a8

a hint that your floor means more to you
than his boots.—~Anchor.

THE etill, emall voice within can say
many “dont’s™ without offence, but
don't decorate your after-dinner speeches
{or woree, your before-dDreakfast orations)
with this nasty littla word, as Mr. B
would prondly quote, “It js better o
dwell in a corner of the house-top, than
with a brawling woman in a wide honse.”
Don't bring up controversial suhjects, ask
for money when there isu't any, or rush
to comfort Johnnie (whom father has
just smacked), while a hungry man waits
for a meal.

If you wonld like rour man to take
a logical, tolerant view of feminine
fashions, elimming, fruit for hreakfast,
turning the other cheek, pacificism, Mary's
temperament, the Government and the
League of Nations, walt till he's just com=
fortably lined with dumpling stew, good
plam duff or apple pis, AND that Indis-
pensable cup of tea,

Refrain from retailing father’s farming
hints as if they were yonrs. Don't (tact-
fully or otherwise) tick him off in coms
pany, it is cowardly, Don’t eall bim
“darling” when you're out if he's just
plain “dad” at home.—Shiela Green.

TIIERE are times where, if we tried to
keep our tempers (especially when
ruffled over some trifle), much bickering
and unpleasantness would be saved, as
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Domestic Dont’s. 5

ON'T expect your bridggroom to live
D up to afl thespromises of the honey-
moon, They were only propaganda.

Don't begin as you mean to g0 ©ON.
Mould him slowly to the desired pattern.

Treat the daily paper as sacred, domn’t
move his things or destroy farm maga-
zines,

Don't speak to him if he’s reading,
thinking, or sleeping. This means you
won't have much conversation, but what
is there to talk about, anyway?

Don't let him choose your clothes. Men
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Well, if you all carry out, or
even do your best to carry out, all
the axioms that you have laid down
for her who cims to become the
perfect wife this month Mrs. B’s,
all | can say is that your husbands
must be very lucky men. There’s a
lot of sound sense hoppily conveyed
in our selection, and | think you will
enjoy them. It's a pity that we
cannot set a like subject for the
Mr. B's, isn't it? Prize this
month to on old friend in “Oh
Mack"—TUI.

have dreadful taste. That’s why widows
always dress better.

Don't pry openly into his business. Do
it quietly.

on’t be too proud to ask for what
you want, and then complain that he's too
mean to give it to you,

Don’t echo his moods. If he’s angry,
be reasonable. Remember, there are
times when it’s best to eit down and just
let married life surge over you.

Don't forget you took him for “better
or worse,” He may be worse at times,
but yon're probably often much worse,

Don't foriet to keep in your heart a
picture of him—young, gay and hand-
some, before he had the responsibility of a
home, and children—and you!

Don’t think any fool can make a suc-
cess of marriage. The perfect wife must
be a mixture of Portio, Pelman, Tarzan,
Mae West and Marlena Dietrich; a dip-
lomat, quick-change artist and Jack-of-all-
trades,—Cornella.

WHENEVER I see a poor man taking

.. his boots ¢ff before he dare enter his
wife's spotless house, eor looking behind
him fearfully to see if he has left a mark,
or being very careful not to lean on the
best cushion, I feel like going up to his

wife and saying, “Don’t make a god of



